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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

SANITARY  & HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE 

FYLDE  RURAL  DISTRICT, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  24th  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Admin- 
istration of  the  Fylde  Rural  District,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1925. 

The  statistics  with  regard  to  births  and  deaths  have 
again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  through  the 
County  Public  Health  Department,  and  the  number  of  births 
and  deaths  referred  to  in  this  report  are  those  registered  ” 
during  the  calendar  year,  and  are  corrected  for  “ inward  ” 
and  “ outw^ard  ” transfers.  They  may,  therefore,  differ 
slightly  from  the  uncorrected  figures  compiled  locally,  either 
for  the  calendar  year  or  for  a period  of  52  or  53  weeks. 
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(1)  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
AREA. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Fylde  Rural  District  is  38,633 
statute  acres. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  district,  for  the 
year  1925,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  13,470. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  District  is  mostly  flat  with  slight  undulations  in 
certain  parts. 

The  subsoil  is  various,  chiefly  clay,  marl  and  peat, 
with  some  sand.  The  majority  of  the  villages  are  situated 
on  the  upper  boulder  clay.  However,  in  some  parts  of 
Marton  Moss  1 to  3 feet  of  sand  is  intercalated  in  the  peat, 
and  in  a few  cases  a yellowish  white  clay  is  found,  cpntaining 
plant  growths,  such  as  trunks  of  oak,  elder,  yew,  etc.  In 
other  parts  of  the  Moss  the  peat  reaches  a thickness  of  from 
3 to  5 yards,  and  here  again  the  trunks  of  trees  are  found. 
At  the  base  there  is  also  a blue  and  white  silt. 

Freckleton  Marsh  consists  of  alluvial  deposits,  which 
are  bounded  cn  the  north  by  banks  formed  of  the  upper 
boulder  clay.  Trunks  of  trees  have  also  been  found  in  the 
Marsh.  More  than  one  historian  has  maintained  that  the 
Fylde  was  once  a forest,  hence  the  origin  of  the  name  “ Fylde,” 
meaning  ” The  felled  land.” 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSliS  (1921). 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  2,661. 
The  number  of  families  (or  separate  occupiers)  in  1921  was 
2,738.  The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £138,318  ; and 
the  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  is  £576. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  are  chiefly  agricultural,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  townships  (Freckleton  and  Wesham), 
where  the  inhabitants  are  mainly  occupied  in  cotton  mills. 
As  to  any  influence  of  occupations  on  the  people,  this  is  shown 
by  a large  amount  of  dyspeptic  and  anaemic  ailments  among 
the  mill  workers. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  and  Birth-Rate. 

The  total  number  of  registered  births  reported  by  the 
Registrar-General  as  belonging  to  the  Fylde  Rural  Area, 
during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1925,  was  227  : males 
128,  females  99.  Of  these  7 were  illegitimate  : males,  3 ; 
females,  4.  In  the  preceding  12  months  the  total  births  were 
225  : males,  112  ; females,  113. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  previously  referred  to,  viz.  : 13,470, 

was  16.8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  a decrease  of 
0.2,  as  compared  with  last  year  ; and  a decrease  of  2.1  on  the 
average  of  the  preceding  5 years. 

The  provisional  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  the  year  1925,  was  18.3  per  1,000. 

The  distribution  of  the  nett  births  in  the  Rural  Area 
is  shown  below  : — 


Sub-District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Fleetwood 

22 

...  22  ... 

44 

Blackpool 

35 

...  29  ... 

64 

Kirkkam 

61 

...  46  ... 

107 

Tolal 

118 

97 

215 
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Deaths  and  Death-Rate. 


The  nett  deaths  actually  belonging  to  the  Rural 
Area  for  the  year  1925,  numbered  172  : males,  83  ; females, 
89.  This  total  included  13  deaths  known  as  “ inward  trans- 
fers,” ix.,  deaths  of  persons  whose  usual  place  of  residence 
was  in  the  Rural  Area,  but  who  died  in  some  other  district, 
and  excludes  82  deaths  known  as  “ outward  transfers,”  ix., 
deaths  of  persons  occurring  in  the  district  whose  usual  place 
of  residence  was  elsewhere.  The  majority  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Fylde  Union  Workhouse.  In  the  preceding 
12  months  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  was  150  : males, 
79  ; females,  71. 


The  tabulated  statement  below  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General analyses  the  causes  of  death,  distinguishing 
males  and  females. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

83 

89 

Enteric  Fever  ..  

Small- Pox  

Measles...  

' ’i 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

’3 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  ...  

Influenza  

"2 

' G 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ...  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

"4 

"i 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  ...  ...  

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

C 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  

Diabetes  ...  ...  

‘3 

*1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

4 

G 

Heart  Disease  

12 

11 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  

3 

2 

Bronchitis  

3 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

5 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

Diarrhoea.  &c.  (under  2 years)  

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

1 

*1 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

1 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature  Birth 

5 

10 

Suicide  

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

1 

’ 4 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

27 

23 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  

2 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Poliomyelitis  

Polioencephalitis  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  

10 

12 

Illegitimate  

Total  Births 

128 

99 

Legitimate  

125 

95 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  

3 

4 

Population  13.470 


The  death-rate  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
under  report,  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of  13,470, 
was  equal  to  12.7  per  1,000,  as  compared  wath  a rate  of  11.3 
last  year,  11.6  in  1923,  and  an  average  of  11.8  for  the  5 years 
1920-24. 
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The  provisional  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1925  was  12.7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation. 


Deaths  in  Townships. — The  tabular  statement  shown 
below  allocates  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  to  the  various 
townships  in  the  Rural  Area. 

Sub-District.  Township.  No.  of  Deaths. 


ICarleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Singleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Elswick  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Eccleston  (Little) -with-Larbreck  1 

Hardhorn,  Newton  and  Staining  10 

— 37 

Blackpool  ...  Marton  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

— 47 

' Freckleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Medlar- with- Wesham  ...  ...  26 

Br  yning- with- Kellamer  gh 
Clifton-with-Salwick  ...  ...  3 

Greenhalgh-with-Thistleton  ...  5 

Kirkham  ...  < Newton-with-Scales  ...  ...  3 

Ribby-with-Wrea  ...  ...  ...  9 

Treales,  Roseacre  and  Wharles  ...  6 

Warton  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Weeton-with-Preese  ...  ...  4 

V Westby-with-Plumpton  ...  ...  3 

~ 88 


172 


Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). — Five  deaths 
(males  4,  females  1),  were  recorded  from  this  disease,  giving 
a death-rate  of  0.37  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0.37  per 
1,000  last  year,  and  0.45  for  the  five  years’  average. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. — Bronchitis  contributed 
11  deaths,  and  Pneumonia  8 deaths,  as  compared  with  11  and 
10  deaths  respectively  in  the  year  1924. 

Influenza. — Eight  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
cause  as  compared  with  2 deaths  last  year. 
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Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  1 year  during  1925,  numbered  22  (males  10,  females 
12),  as  compared  with  18  in  1924,  15  in  1923,  20  in  1922,  and 
19  in  1921. 

• The  distribution  of  these  deaths  in  the  Sub-Districts 
was  as  under  : — 


Sub-District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Fleetwood 

0 . 

0 ... 

0 

Blackpool 

6 . 

5 

11 

Kirkliam 

4 . 

7 ... 

11 

10 

12 

22 

The  infant  mortality  calculated  per  1 ,000  registered 
births,  corresponded  to  96,  as  compared  with  80  last  year,  68 
in  1923,  94  in  1922,  and  77  in  1921.  The  mean  rate  of  the  5 
years,  1920-1924,  was  79. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1925  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  was  75  per  1,000  births. 

The  tabulated  statement  below  compares  the  lirth 
and  death-rates  for  1925,  with  those  for  the  year  1924  and  the 
mean  of  5 years  since  1895. 


Per  ] ,000  of  the  Population  : — 


Birth- 

Death- 

Death-rate 

from 

Tuberculosis 

of 

Respiratory 

Rate  ct 
Deaths 
unier 

1 year 
to  1,000 

rate. 

rate. 

System. 

Births. 

Mean  of  5 years  : — 

1895-1899  

28.3  ... 

16.1 

...  1.00  ... 

132 

1900-1904  

26.5  ... 

14.1 

...  0.86  ... 

106 

1905-1909  

24.6  ... 

12.8 

...  0.40  ... 

94 

1910-1914  

21.5  ... 

11.4 

...  0.36  ... 

83 

1915-1919  

17.4  ... 

14.0 

...  0.58  ... 

94 

1920-1924  

18.9  ... 

11.8 

...  0.45  ... 

79 

Year  : — 

1924  

17.0  ... 

11.3 

...  0.37  ... 

80 

1925  

16.8  ... 

12.7 

...  0.37  ... 

96 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1925  on  : — 

Mean  of  5 years 

1920-1924  

—2.1  ... 

4-0.9 

...  —0.08  ... 

+ 17 

Previous  year 

—0.2  ... 

4-1.4 

...  Nil 

+ 16 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1926. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year . 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


f Certified 
I Uncertified 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
■Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis 


Meningitis  {not  Tubercu- 
lous) 

Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 
CongenitalMalformations 
Premature  Birth... 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Pemphrgus 
Other  Causes 


Totals 


1 

6 1 


11 


■o  . 

i> 

C 

-I 


18 


'O  c 
s o 


CT; 

tr. 

O a.' 


C;^ 

d ^ 

ct' 
C Vh 
O D 


1.2 


d ^ 


1 

8 

6 

2 

22 
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Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  220 1 

Illegitimate...  ...  ij 

Nett  Deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year  : — 

Legitimate  infants  ] 

Illegitimate  infants  / 


Poor  Law  Relief. — The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief 
in  the  District  is  £629  2s.  Od. 

Workhouse  Accommodation. — This  is  very  good, 
and  accommodation  is  provided  not  only  for  the  Fylde  Rural 
District,  but  also  for  Blackpool,  Fleetwood,  St.  Annes, 
Lytham,  Kirkham,  Poulton,  etc.  The  total  number  of 
inmates  on  December  31st,  1925,  was  316. 

The  Children’s  Homes  in  Kirkham  are  for  the 
destitute  children  of  the  Fylde  district.  Each  house  is 
supervised  by  a foster  mother.  The  total  number  of  children 
on  December  31st,  1925,  was  72  (37  boys,  35  girls). 

The  Use  of  Hospitals  for  Gratuitous  Relief  are 
as  follows  : — Two  Isolation  Hospitals,  viz.,  the  Fylde  Conjoint 
Isolation  Hospital,  at  Moss  Side,  for  Infectious  Diseases  ;.and 
the  Preston,  Fylde,  and  Garstang  Hospital,  at  Elswick,  for 
.Smallpox  ; the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Blackpool,  for  serious  accidents  and  surgical  opera- 
tions : the  Fylde  Union  Infirmary,  at  Wesham,  for  necessitous 
cases  ; and  a Sanatorium,  at  Elswick,  for  Tubercular  patients. 

As  to  hospital  administration  in  the  Fylde  Rural 
District,  committees  are  formed  consisting  of  representatives 
from  the  various  Councils  of  the  area. 


Special  Causes  of  Sickness  or  Invalidity. — There 
were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the 
last  5 years. 


(2)  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  by  the  County  Council  : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — Elswick  Sanatorium,  nr.  Kirkham. 

(2)  Maternity  Cases. — Fylde  Union  Institution,  Wes- 

ham. 

(3)  Children. — There  is  no  Children’s  Hospital  in  the 

District. 

(4)  Fever. — Fylde  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Moss  Side, 

nr.  Lytham. 

(5)  Small-Pox. — Preston,  Fylde  and  Garstang  Hospital, 

Elswick,  nr.  Kirkham. 


Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children  in 
THE  Area. 

There  is  no  special  arrangement  for  unmarried  mothers 
and  illegitimate  children  in  the  area,  except  the  Fylde  Union 
Institution.  Homeless  children  are  admitted  to  the  Cottage 
Homes,  in  Moor  Street,  Kirkham. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  a Motor  Ambulance 
at  the  Fylde  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Moss  Side. 
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(b)  For  Kon-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — There 
is  a Motor  Ambulance  in  the  District,  kept  up  by 
the  Kirkham  Urban  District  Council,  and  by  the 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — There 
is  a Child  Welfare  Centre  in  Kirkham.  This  is 
open  weekly,  on  Thursday,  from  2-4  p.m. 

Day  Nurseries. — There  is  no  day  nursery. 

School  Clinics. — These  are  looked  after  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  from  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — There  is  no  Dispensary 
in  the  district  except  the  Elswick  Sanatorium. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases. — There 
is  no  Centre  in  the  District,  but  treatment  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Dr.  Chas.  Court  is  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  at  a salary  of  £90  per  annum. 

Mr.  Jas,  Jolly  is  whole-time  vSanitary  Inspec- 
tor, at  a salary  of  £250  per  annum.  Mr.  Fred  S. 
Roscoe  is  his  y\ssistant  and  Successor,  at  a salary 
of  £250  per  annum.  There  are  no  specialized 
Inspectors.  There  is  also  a part-time  Health 
Visitor,  supplied  by  the  County  Council. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 


(a)  General. — There  is  no  provision  made  for  general 
nursing. 
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(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.,  Measles. — No  pro- 
vision has  been  made. 


Midwives. 

There  are  5 midwives  on  the  Register  and  practising 
in  the  district.  They  are  not  employed  by,  or  subsidized  by, 
the  Local  Authoritj^. 


Chemical  Work. 

This  is  done  by  the  Public  Anal3^st.  Nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  period  under  review. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

The  Rural  District  Council  has  made  application  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  several  sections  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  to  be  in  force  in  the  Area. 


(3)  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — 3 he  majority  of  the  houses  receive  their 
supply  from  the  Eylde  Water  Board,  the  water  of  which  is 
very  good  and  constant.  Its  source  is  Grizedale.  How- 
ever, there  are  still  a few  houses  which  rely  on  stored  roof 
water.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  through  water  supply 
have  occurred. 

Rivers  and  Stre.\ms. — No  main  rivers  pass  through 
your  district  ; but  it  might  be  mentioned  that  the  Eylde 
Rural  District  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  River  Wyre, 
and  on  the  south  by  the  River  Ribble,  and  as  to  pollution  of 
streams  very  little  takes  place. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  more  populous 
townships  of  Wesham,  Freckleton,  Clifton  and  Carleton, 
have  their  outfall  into  tidal  waters.  The  drainage  of  one 
part  of  Marton  flows  into  Blackpool  Corporation  sewer,  and 
two  other  portions  are  dealt  with  by  tanks  and  filter  beds. 
Wrea  Green  and  Warton  also  flow  to  tanks,  thence  to  the 
Kibble.  Singleton  discharges  its  drainage  into  a brook, 
while  the  remaining  part  of  the  district  is  dealt  with  by  means 
of  cesspools. 

Closet  Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 


Privy  closets 
Water  closets 
Waste  water  closets 
Pail  closets 


1771 

1295 

16 

183 


Scavenging. — This  is  carried  out  in  Wesham,  Freckle- 
ton  and  Marton  by  the  Local  Authority. 

In  other  more  sparsely  populated  districts,  the  house- 
holders are  responsible,  as  the  people  having  land,  deal  with 
the  matter  themselves. 

The  disposal  of  ashes  and  of  house  refuse  is  in  part 
conveyed  to  tips,  and  the  excreta  deposited  on  land  as  manure. 
Where  there  are  cesspools,  they  are  dealt  with  by  the  occu- 
pants. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Full  particulars 
as  to  inspections  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Con- 
trolled BY  Bye-Laws. — There  are  no  lodging-houses,  and 
the  only  offensive  trade  is  that  of  a tripe-boiling  place. 
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Schools. — There  are  19  Schools  in  your  district. 
School  closure  took  place  on  10  occasions  during  1925. 


Month. 

School . 

Disease. 

Period. 

January 

...R.C.,  Wesham 

..Influenza 

...4  weeks. 

January 

...C.E.'  Wesham 

..Influenza 

...2  weeks. 

January 

...C.E.,  Treales 

..Influenza 

...2  weeks. 

March 

...C.E.,  Weeton 

..Influenza 

...2  weeks. 

March 

...R.C.,  Westby 

..Scarlet  Fever 

...3  weeks. 

May 

...C.E.,  Singleton 

..Measles  ... 

...4  weeks. 

October 

...C.E.,  Wrea  Green  . 

..Measles  ... 

...3  weeks. 

October 

...C.E.,  Treales 

..Measles  ... 

...4  weeks. 

November 

...C.E.,  Carleton 

..Scarlet  Fever 

...2  weeks. 

December 

...C.E.,  Weeton 

..Measles  ... 

...2  weeks. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  are  good,  on 
the  whole,  and  they  are  always  disinfected  after  closure  for 
infectious  diseases.  All  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
Treales,  are  supplied  with  Fylde  water.  This  latter  place 
obtains  its  water  from  a pump. 


(4)  HOUSING. 

I.  (1)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 
These  are  satisfactor^u 

The  average  number  built  during  the  7 years  to 
1914,  25. 

The  average  number  built  during  the  7 years  to 
1925,  70. 

(2)  Extent  of  Shortage  or  Excess  of  Houses. 

There  is  no  great  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 
The  shortage  is  being  met  by  building  more  houses. 
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11.  Overcrowding. 

There  is  very  little  overcrowding  in  the  district. 
Overcrowding  is  mainly  due  to  the  influx  of 
visitors  to  Marton  during  the  summer  months. 
No  legal  action  has  been  taken,  but  several 
cases  have  been  warned. 


III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area,  is 
very  fair.  The  general  character  of  defects 
is  mainly  in  yards  and  drainage.  These 
defects  are  due  to  lack  of  supervision  by  the 
Owners.  As  regards  unfit  houses,  action  is 
taken,  where  possible,  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts.  Where  the  defects  cannot  be 
remedied  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  they 
are  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  No 
difficulties  have  been  found  in  remedying 
unfitness,  either  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925.  Several  cases  have  occurred,  mostly 
owner-occupier.  The  water  supply  is  good 
and  sufficient,  except  in  Treales  and  Wharles. 
Closet  accommodation  could  be  improved  by 
the  substitution  of  more  fresh-water  closets 
for  privies.  The  arrangements  for  refuse  dis- 
posal could  also  be  improved. 

During  the  year  there  were  18  conversions  to 
fresh-water  closets. 


IV.  Unhealthy  Areas. 


No  action  has  been  taken, 
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V.  Byelaws  Relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  Let  in 

Lodgings,  and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc. 

Blackpool  has  byelaws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  etc., 
with  the  result  that  these  are  moving  into 
the  Marton  district.  It  would  be  advisable 
to  have  some  byelaws  in  this  district. 

VI.  General  and  Miscellaneous. 

Leaflets  have  been  issued  to  householders  in  all 
townships  in  the  district  regarding  the  dis- 
posal of  household  refuse. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b))  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  Nil. 

(1)  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses  : — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  144 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regs.,  1910, 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 


144 
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(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  (3)),  found  not  to  be  ’ 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   1 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  1 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners 
of  intention  to  close 


0 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts  : — 

(!)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  n which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil. 

(5)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  ViLK  Supply. 

4 he  Vilk  supply  in  the  district  is  wholesome.  No 
milk  is  imported  into  the  district.  Linder  the  Milk 
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and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  regular  inspec- 
tions are  made  and  defects  notified,  with  a view 
to  their  remedy. 

As  regards  Tuberculous  Milk,  1 sample  was  taken 
and  found  on  Bacteriological  Examination  to  be  Posi- 
tive. 12  cows  were  found  to  be  Tuberculous.  They 
were  condemned  and  slaughtered. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923,  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  obtained  for  Bacteriologi- 
cal examination,  and  was  found  to  be  Positive. 

(b)  Meat. 

Slaughterhouses  are  inspected  while  slaughtering 
is  in  progress.  Diseased  meat  is  not  marked.  Con- 
demned meat  is  sent  to  Blackpool  abbatoirs,  some 
is  buried,  and  whole  carcases  are  taken  away  by 
knackers. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  regular  attention  is  paid  to  stalls,  shops,  stores, 
and  vehicles.  Meat  boxes  and  benches  are  inspected. 

There  is  no  Public  Slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 

Private  Slaughterhouses  : — 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 
Number  registered  ...  10  ...  10  ...  10 

Number  licensed  ...  — ...  — ...  1 


Total 


10 


10 


11 
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(c)  Other  Foods. 

'J  here  are  15  Bakehouses  in  the  district.  Their 
condition  is  .satisfactory.  12  cows,  2 pairs  of  lungs, 
and  1 liver,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. These  were  found  to  be  Tuberculous  and 
condemned. 

(d)  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  area. 

(e)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Forty  samples  were  taken  as  shown  below  : — 


14  Milk 
1 Cocoa 
1 Chocolate. 
3 Coffee. 


2 Lard. 

1 Cornflour. 

3 Pepper. 

2 Butter. 


1 Custard  Powder. 
4 Margarine. 

3 Baking  Powder. 


The  above  samples  were  found  genuine,  with  the 
exception  of  1 milk,  which  was  found  to  contain  15% 
added  water,  the  defendant  being  fined  £1  and  Costs. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Condensed  I\  ilk  Regulations,  1923,  The 
Dried  ]\dlk  Regulations,  1923,  or  the  Milk  and  Cream 
Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 


(6)  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES. 

On  surveying  the  totals  of  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  last  5 years,  it  is  noticeable  that  in  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph- 
theria, and  Tuberculosis,  there  have  been  variations  com- 
paring one  year  with  another.  The  increase  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  year  under  review,  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  neighbouring  towns.  Notifications  of  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  have  increased,  but  this  is  due  to  greater  care 
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in  diagnosing,  and  to  the  assistance  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer.  A supply  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  kept 
in  the  district  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  also  at 
the  Fylde  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  This  is  available  at  any 
time  for  Medical  Practitioners. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  test  in  Diphtheria, 
or  of  the  Dick  test  in  Scarlet  Fever. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — Under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  81  cases  were  notified  : 
9 Diphtheria,  63  Scarlet  Fever,  2 Erysipelas,  and  7 Pneumonia. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
12  Pulmonary  cases  and  5 of  other  forms  were  notified. 

Eight  Tubercular  cases  received  Sanatorium  treat- 
ment during  the  year  : 1 at  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripple 
Hospital,  2 at  High  Parley,  2 at  Elswick,  1 at  the  Westmor- 
land Sanatorium,  1 at  the  East  Lancashire  Tuberculosis 
Colony,  Great  Barrow,  Chester,  and  1 at  Luneside  Sanatorium. 

Sixty-two  Infectious  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
viz.  : — 9 Diphtheria  and  53  Scarlet  Fever. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — Seventeen 
specimens  of  Sputum  were  sent  to  the  Elswick  Sanatorium 
for  examination,  of  which  5 were  Positive  and  12  Negative. 

There  were  60  examinations  of  Swabs  for  the  detection 
of  the  Diphtheritic  germ,  and  some  of  these  proved  negative. 

164,000  units  of  Anti-Toxin  were  used  during  the 

year. 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  work  is  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  and  the  speci- 
mens of  sputum  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Elswick 
Sanatorium  for  examination. 


With  regard  to  the  control  over  Infectious  Diseases, 
in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,!  bacteriological  examination  of 
swabs  is  made,  and  anti-toxin  is  used  at  once. 

Inquiries  in  homes  and  schools  to  discover  “ contacts,” 
exclusion  of  all  suspects,  and  isolation  of  ” return  ” and 
” carrier  ” cases  (if  any)  are  made. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  an  infectious  disease, 
a visit  is  made  by  the  Inspector,  and  all  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  its  spread.  The  people  are  prevailed  upon  to 
make  use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Any  cases  treated  at  home  are  visited  by  the  Inspector, 
and  the  patient  isolated  ; the  children  (if  any)  are  kept  from 
school.  After  recovery  (or  otherwise)  a thorough  disin- 
fection of  clothes  and  of  premises  takes  place. 

Where  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  occur,  and 
about  which  school  intimations  are  received,  exclusion  from 
school  and  isolation  as  much  as  possible  are  made.  In  all 
cases  the  schoolrooms  are  disinfected. 

As  regards  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis,  this  matter 
is  fairly  well  carried  out.  Of  course,  there  is  occasional  late 
notification,  due  in  most  cases  to  the  relatives  omitting  to 
send  for  assistance  in  time. 

Every  week  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  are  sent 
to  the  County  Council.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  soon  after 
visits  each  patient  with  the  Medical  Attendant,  and  where 
necessary  domicilary  or  sanatorium  treatment  is  given. 
On  the  occasion  of  death  or  removal  to  a sanatorium  the 
dwellings  are  always  disinfected. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  number 
of  deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital,  and  deaths  in  hospital  during  the  year  1925  : — 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases  at  All 
• Ages. 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 

Years. 

Total  Deaths.  1 

Hospital 

Total  Cases  remov 

ed  to  Hospital. 

Deaths  in  Hospital 
of  Persons  belong- 
1 ing  to  District. 

1 Under  1. 

oi 

CO 

CO 

lO 

d 

lO 

1 10-15.  1 

t 15-20. 

1 20-35.  1 

1 35-45. 

45-65.  1 

65  and  over. 

Smallpox  ... 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

9 

2 

i 3 

1 

N 

"i 

1 

1 

9 

Erysipelas... 

2 1 

I"’ 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

63 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

I25 

li 

I’o 

i 7 

*41 

i 53 

”3 

Enteric  Fever  (inch  Paratyphoid! ! 

1 . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

...  1 

IN 

■'i 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

! •" 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Malaria 

Trench  Fever 

Dvsentry  ... 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

12 

3 

"i 

1 

5 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

|... 

2 

1 .. 

2 

2I... 

2 

\Vhooping  Cough... 

1 ... 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years'  ... 

1 

Chicken-Pox 

N 

Measles  and  German  Measles  ... 

... 

1 

Totals 

IT 

j 1 

* 

2 

9 

7 

I28 

1 

14 

10 

[is 

2 

4 

1 

1 1 

18 

70 

i “ 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

No 

Pulm( 

•n- 

Dnary 

Pulm< 

3nary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0—1  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1—5  

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

5—10  

1 

. . . 

10—15  

. . . 

• . • 

2 

15—20  

2 

1 

1 

20—25  

1 

1 

1 

1 

25—35  

4 

1 

1 

35—45  

1 

1 ... 

45—55  

1 

1 

55—65  

• • • 

• • • 

... 

65  and  upwards  . 

1 

Totals 

8 

4 

3 

2 

4 

1 

... 

V 

f 





V 

Y 

12 

5 

5 

12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and 
5 of  Other  Forms  in  1925. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  F\  lde  Rural 
District  is  fairly  good.  In  some  cases  the  patient  dela3^s  too 
long  in  obtaining  medical  advice,  or  refuses  Sanatorium 
treatment. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Cases  63,  Deaths  4. 


These  cases  occurred  in  the  following  months  and 
districts  : — 


Month. 

District. 

No.  of 

January 

. . . 

Warton  

2 

Wrea  Green 

7 

February 

Marton  

1 

Carleton 

1 

March 

Wrea  Green 

2 

Weeton 

1 

5 j 

Warton  

1 

April 

Westby 

3 

Westby  

3 

Wrea  Green 

2 

5 5 

Moss  Side 

1 

5 ) 

Clifton  

1 

May 

Flardhorn 

1 

Wrea  Green 

7 

Warton 

3 

June 

• . . 

Warton  

1 

August 

Wesham 

5 

• • • 

Wrea  Green 

1 

Carleton 

1 

September 

Ribby- with -Wrea  ... 

2 

Marton  

1 

October 

Freckleton  ... 

1 

Marton 

2 

Moss  Side  ... 

2 

November 

• • • 

Carleton 

3 

Wrea  Green 

1 

Westby 

3 

Marton  

2 

December 

Ballam 

Diphtheria. 

2 

63 

Cases  9,  Deaths  0. 


These  cases  occurred  in  the  following  districts  : — 


Month. 

February 

March 

April 

July 

July 

October 

November 

November 


District. 

Marton 
W arton 
Freckleton 
Marton 
Freckleton 
Freckleton 
Wesham 
Moss  Side 


No.  of  Cases, 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  ...  9 
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Erysipelas. 

Cases  2,  Deaths  0. 

These  cases  w ere  both  from  Marton,  and  were  notified, 
1 in  May  and  1 in  July. 


Small-pox. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Small-pox  notified  during 
the  year. 


Vaccination  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  ...  0 

Number  of  Exemptions 0 

All  Vaccinations  are  done  by  the  Public  Vaccinator 
and  by  private  Practitioners. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district.  The  water  supply  to 
Treales  and  Wharles  should  be  greatly  improved  ; and  the 
conversion  of  privies  to  W.C.'s  should  be  hastened.  Beyond 
this  the  condition  of  the  district  is  very  good. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


CHARLES  COURT,  M.B. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  and  summary  of  work  done  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1925,  this  being  my  36th  Annual 
Report . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Total  number  of  Preliminary  Notices  ...  129 

Legal  Notices  served  by  order  of  Council  ...  19 

Number  of  letters  written  330 

Number  of  defects  rectified  ...  ...  ...  129 

New  drains  put  in  for  waste  and  refuse  water  2 

Existing  drains  opened,  cleaned  and  rectified  21 
Offensive  ashpits  improved  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

New  W.C.’s  put  in  place  of  privies  ...  ...  18 

Defective  privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleaned  under  Notice  ...  10 

Nuisances  caused  by  sewage  on  side 

of  highway  abated ...  ...  3 

Sewage  tanks  emptied  and  cleaned  ...  ...  7 

Sewage  tanks  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  pails  for  closets  provided  ...  ...  2 

Earm  yards  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  from  pig  keeping  abated  ...  ...  3 


Ditches  cleaned  1 

Back  Yards  cleaned  of  filth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  tested  with  Smoke  Test  ...  ...  73 

Estimated  number  of  priv}'  closets  in  district  1771 
,,  ,,  water  closets  ...  ...  1295 

,,  ,,  pail  closets  ...  ...  183 

,,  ,,  waste  water  closets  ...  16 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

These  have  on  the  whole  been  well  kept,  it  only  having 
been  found  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of  cleanli- 
ness in  one  instance,  and  improvements  to  drains  in  two  cases. 


BAKEHOUSES. 
No  cause  for  complaint. 


SEWERS. 

During  the  year  the  Filter  Bed  at  Marton  Park  Estate 
has  been  re-charged  with  new  Clinker  and  a new  Roughing 
Camber  put  down,  and  the  same  is  now  working  satisfactorily. 
Early  in  the  year  a new  sewer  was  laid  at  Wrea  Green,  to 
drain  the  property  on  the  West  side  of  the  Village.  Atten- 
tion should  now  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a new  and  im- 
proved Treatment  Installation,  the  existing  plant  being  too 
small.  In  the  Autumn  a further  section  of  sewer  was  laid 
in  Vicarage  Lane,  Marton,  this  sewer  being  extended  a dis- 
tance of  317  yards.  Carleton  sewerage  has  been  further 
considered,  but  so  far  nothing  in  the  way  of  getting  the  work 
done  has  resulted,  although  it  was  in  1914  that  the  need  for 
extension  was  brought  to  your  notice. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  enquired  into  ...  ...  81 

Dwelling-liouses  di-infected  after 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  63 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  ...  9 

,,  ,,  Typhoid  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Phthisis  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  5 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN-PLANNING. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected 144 

,,  ,,  condemned  1 

,,  ,,  demolished  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  notices  to  improve  houses  ...  20 

Number  of  houses  improved...  ...  ...  20 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases.  In  once  a 
conviction  was  obtained  for  occupying  dwelling  without 
certificate,  and  in  the  other  an  Ejectment  Order  was  obtained. 

PUBLIC  HEALIH  WAIER  ACT. 

t he  work  of  laying  a new  water  main  through  3’our 
district,  and  the  construction  of  a new  service  reservoir,  are 
being  pushed  forward  by  the  Fylde  Water  Board,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  pressure  in  the  mains  will 
be  increased  in  places  where  the  pressure  is  now  low. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In- 
spector as  remediable  under  P.H.  A.  ...  Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Reports  of  action  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector..  Nil 
Underground  Bakehouses  Nil 


.—INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 

Premises  , 

Inspections  {Written  Notices  Prosecutions 
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Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

In  several  cases  improvements  have  been  made  by 
improving  the  Lighting  and  Ventilation,  and  in  two  instances 
by  having  the  drain  inlets  removed  from  the  interior  to  the 
outside.  A sample  of  milk  was  taken  and  tested  for  Tubercu- 
losis, the  result  being  positive.  This  cow  was  excluded  from 
the  herd  and  slaughtered. 


NEW  HOUSES. 


During  the  year  129  new  houses  have  been  erected  and 
passed  for  habitation,  and  are  situated  as  follows  : — Carleton 
28,  Marton  60,  Hardhorn  6,  Wesham  9,  Wrea  Green  8,  Westby 
4,  Freckleton  5,  Warton  7,  Thistleton  I,  Newton-with-Scales 
I.  All  of  these  are  supplied  with  Fylde  water. 


Houses  with 


)} 


1 living  room 

2 

I sleeping  room 


6 

120 

3 

Nil 

28 

102 

3 


The  closet  accommodation  for  the  above  is  125  water 
closets,  and  4 pail  closets. 


As  usual  many  sanitary  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  without  having  to  bring  same  to  your  notice. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAS.  JOLLY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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